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SUBJECT: NRW MINISTER PRESIDENT KUEHN'S VIEWS ON WESTERN 
EUROPEAN COMMUNISTS 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: AT A TALK BEFORE THE AMERICAN CLUB IN 
DUSSELDORF ON FEB 5 MINISTER PRESIDENT OF NORTH RHINE- 
WESTPHALIA, HEINZ KUEHN (SPD), STATED THAT THERE COULD 
NOT BE AN ALLIANCE BETWEEN A SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND 
A COMMUNIST PARTY IN WESTERN EUROPE BECAUSE OF THE 
CENTRALIZED NATURE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTIES. HE RECOGNIZED 
A TENDENCY TOWARDS NATIONAL COMMUNISM IN FRANCE AND ITALY 
AND POSSIBLY IN SPAIN AND PORTUGAL BUT CONTRASTED THIS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 DUSSEL 00142 101604Z 

WITH THE EAST GERMAN COMMUNISTS. WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


150 PERCENT LOYAL TO MOSCOW. IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY IS TOO INSIGNIFICANT TO JUSTIFY 
CONSIDERATION AS A FACTOR IN GOVERNMENT, HE NOTED. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. KUEHN, WHO IS ON THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD OF 
THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY. SAID THAT THE GERMAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY WOULD WIN LESS THAN ONE PERCENT OF THE 
VOTES IN THE OCT 3 NATIONAL ELECTION AND WOULD NOT DO 
BETTER IN LOCAL ELECTIONS. HE INDICATED THAT RADICALISM 
IN GENERAL HAD BEEN ON THE WANE IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC 
SINCE THE UPROAR AT THE UNIVERSITIES IN THE SIXTIES. IN 

FACT THE PENDULUM SEEMED TO BE SWINGING TOWARDS CONSERVATISM. 

3. IN FRANCE AND ITALY ON THE OTHER HAND KUEHN RECOGNIZED 
THE EXISTENCE OF VERY STRONG COMMUNIST PARTIES, THE LEADERS 
OF WHICH ENJOYED SOCIAL PRESTIGE AND WERE CONSULTED BY 
GOVERNING POLITICIANS AS A MATTER OF COURSE. KUEHN 
FORESAW THE POSSIBILITY OF COMMUNIST PARTIES INDEPENDENT 
FROM MOSCOW IN THESE COUNTRIES AND POSSIBLY ALSO IN SPAIN 
AND PORTUGAL. HE RECOUNTED THAT SOVIET OFFICIALS HAD 
EXPRESSED CONCERN TO HIM ABOUT THIS DEVELOPMENT. HE 
VOICED HIS BELIEF THAT A SITUATION SIMILAR TO THAT IN 
YUGOSLAVIA COULD EVOLVE AMONG THE FRENCH COMMUNISTS, WHO 
ARE FRENCHMEN FIRST AND COMMUNISTS SECOND. 

4. KUEHN CHARACTERIZED GERMAN COMMUNISTS AS 150 PERCENT 
COMMUNISTS. HE SAID THAT ONE COULD HAVE A RATIONAL 
DISCUSSION WITH EAST EUROPEANS BUT NOT WITH GDR OFFICIALS 
WHO ONLY PARROTED THE SOVIET PARTY LINE. 

5. DESPITE THE DEVELOPMENT OF A "TRICOLORE'" COMMUNISM 

KUEHN FORESAW NO POSSIBLITY OF A WORKABLE ALLIANCE BETWEEN A 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND A COMMUNIST PARTY IN WESTERN EUROPE 
SO LONG AS THE COMMUNIST PARTY RETAINS ITS TOALITARIAN 
NATURE.DUX 
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